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A. Strange and Wonderful 
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Old WOMA N | 


"That was drowned at. | 
RATCLIFF- HIGHWAY, 
A Fortnight ago. | 

| W hereunto is added 0 
The Old WOMAN S LEGA CIE ll 


A little before her DEATH. l! 
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8 Ratcliff - Highway, 
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Shall not need tell you, Hour the 
old woman happened to be drowned 
at-Raccliff-Highway z nor how I went to 
| enquire for her at Sir John Vang's bouſe, 
or of the wonderful ſtrange, and uncom- 
mon ſights I ſaw there; for all that bes 
been already told you in the ficſt part. 
But in the ſecond part I am to. let you 
know, that after this old woman had 
made her will, and given me all ſhe had, 
1 thought it long to be ſigning of it.— 
Bu : Win as far as Day and Rien 1 


The Old n of 


matt 
Bays, 
net 


Turn- mill: ſtreet, 1 ſhe as far ay 
datcliff- Highway, I could not hear from 
er every day, no, nor vary War en "Mp 
ber. 1 
80 that hearing no tidings of her in x 
natter” of ſeventeen odd years and ſeven. | 
ys, I reſolved to make a voyage to fee - 
ether ſhe was dead « or no. 
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to ss 1 went 5 the od Walen 
e, by Mining there 1 ſaw three 
m- W wives a ſcelding and figbting, and 
bas * one another's {hoes off their heads, 
eic Hair hung about rheir Legs, 1 
n endered to ſee ſuch a burly barſy; 
nad 8 with much ado got them parted, 
ad, WW : led ther both what was the mat» 5 
— W ith one of them. She told me 167% 
ine, kd her five vhs «ng ſhe was but 
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1 chree; and that I was even two rogues fo 
for taking her part. When I perceived + 
ſhe would not go diſtracted, I gave them 
all the baſe good language that ever ! 
could, notwithſtanding they all fell om 
me and buffeted me with their perri- a | 
' wigs, that if the boat had not ſunk un- de 
der us, we ſhould certainly all have Deco ſh 
drowned. po 

: bu 
the 
fat 

Well, away I walked ſoftly, as faſt : 
ever I could run, until the Tower came ; 
to me, When I came there, the Corpe % 
ral of the. Tower had a thimble full o ” 
— | bullet ma 
gun powder, and put three piſtol 25 
into one of the biggeſt cannons and w. Hi 


- juſt: going to batter down OP 
Abbey. | 


be 1 went any farther. So I went and 
a {00d beſide him, to ſee what he did not 
em intend te do. 

＋ As ſoon as he was ready, be brought, a 
er matter of a buſhel of burning charcoal in 
i : little. wooden porringer, and ſet that un- 
un. der the Febr until he made it fo hot that 
cen s fired the bullets, and away flew the 
powder, and miſſed Weſtminſter Abbey, 
but hit Laſhley's folly, which ſtood upon 
the Thames, A, drove it up the river as 
r as Graveſend, | 
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The noiſe of the gun daunted my 1. 
nis, and put me into a quaking fever, fo 
that f {wooned, But when þ came to 


m- ſelf gain, I came down to Raighft- 
ig to viſit the old Woman, when 
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80 J thought I would ſee that ich bes 04. | 


— — 


„ 
I'came there, and found her at breakfaft, 
Juſt about ſun-ſetting, with a very good 
parſnip cuſtard; ſtewed, with Artichokes 
and a dozen red hertings fried in inutton- 


ſakes, 
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de Gam as ſhe! 4 me, ſhe alkeed m 
8 where 1 had been theſe many days, and 
told me, ſhe never. temembeted me, for 

I hid been in her: mind ever faace-ſhe {aw 
me']aſt. 

I told ber 1 had 5 praying for he 

IV fare, She thanked me for my devo 
tion and bad me fit down and grin! 


ſome of her victuals, which- pleajed me 


te —— 22 
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0 1 was 5 
very ill ; for 1 had eat be for twens | 
ty oe hoars before. ( 3 

Whilſt we were at dinner, ſmoaking a t 


pipe of tobacco, over a cup of peaſe-par- Þ 
ridge, ſhe told me, that ſhe found bx 
the reſtitution of her body, that ſhe could 
not live for ever. And therefore, ſhe 
intended before ber aforeſaid Jena ts 


( 


aw 


take a journey into Kent, to ſee a ſiſter 


r he 
gevo- of hers who lived at Brentford. in Mid- 
drin dleſex, and that I ſhould 80 en to. 


bear Lock com . 


. ; ſhe tumbled up ſtairs, and happily did 
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do any thing that would diſpleaſe her. 
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T told her I ſhould be always ready te 
So ſhe made too much haſte to make dis 
herſelf ready, for as ſhe was going ga 
down into her chamber to put off her 


clean ſmock, and put on a dirty one, 
it did chance that her feet ſlipped, and 


break her neck. 1 
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When 1 heard the noiſe, I went to the 
ſee what was the matter. When I came | 


ts her I perceived by her groaning that WF put 


ſhe had knocked out her fore teeth juſt W 0 


behind. So T thought it was not any I n 
time to ſtarid ſtill, for fear ſhe ſhould | 
catch cold, but away I ran as faſt as my WW 1, 


hands would carry me, to Weſtmis- abe 
ſter-hall, among the lawyers, where 1 
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got ſeven ſurgeons and ive doctor te 
go and ſearch her wound. 

As was eoming back again, hoſt 3 5 

dinner time, the :conſtable and watch 

S I {tanding with their lanthorns and their 

candles, at noon day, he teck * and 
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clapped me up in Newgate for walking 
the Rreets.ſo late in the day time. And 
told me that I had been making him a 
cuckold all the ume he had been Ju 
the watch. | 
I could not tell how to help my ſelf, 
but all my cate was, left that poor old 
woman ſhould cry her eyes out becauſe 1 
I made ſo much bhaſ te. na 
However I thought, to fit 6 foro al 
when they were all faſt a ſlceg a0 
bout the e gallery, l very 0 Ree the 15 
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ke ey out "of the priſoner's e AY n 
then opening of ie Sate, let out all then I «| 

| + goalers. | bs 1 A 

So away run they all, being glad thay . ic 

were eſcaped with. their nens, | 


and away ran I through hedge :and-ditch IM £5 
cover all the ſtreets, till Nane to Rat- tl 
53 cliff- Highway. 8 1 
bas But yet I made ſuch baſte, that Lloſt. bo 
ps Jong ſhoes we ng head, and the hat off 
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aa dec TY i came ess "=" 
the old womatr putting on her beſt or 
and ſpurs, and preparing for. * „ 
journey. e 


Then 1 ited ber if the; got as Wort 


with her fall. ou faid the: Thad rüde 


3 little ſkin off the infide of one of her 


thighs, which ſhe ſhewed me, and I 
Was glad 1 it was no better.. 


But after we had confidered about eur 4 
journey, it was reſolved, that ſhe! ſhould 


take ſhipping, * and go by land, and that 
I ſhould alſo take hackney-coach; and ſo 


go by water, and ſo we ſhould gY ow! | 


ther for company. 


So we went into Moerfields. Ladd got 


both, upon one horſe, and away we rid. 
* 15 800d 7 = 1 was a e 
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(42) ont 
| Ueal . than her's. 80 1 over : nd 
|. er about three or four miles, 


When we came Amok unto Pancras 
church, ſhe deſited me to ſin 
merry tale. 


g her a 
I told her that I could not 
ſing ber a merry tale, but I could tell 
her a very pretty, great, little, 
reg gs 


ſhort 
long ſong to paſs 1 the . 10 {aid 


ve I. 
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Betty be way, 5 
for fear you miſcarry, 
A young man hath parts to allurgy 

He'll firſt fill your belly, 
And then he'll tell ve, 
You made not your bargain fn. 


A maid that is young, % 

Shall have ſuitors ding dong, 
And many her love will defirey, _ 

When as an old woman, 

Is courted by no man, 8 
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Tube, "Hi ho bunt about. 
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„ An oyer worn Joſie will oor tire. 
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When J had made an end of my fing 
ing ſhe told me, that my ſong pleaſed 
her wonderous well, becauſe that I ſpoke 
ſo much in. the exceeding pra ſe of an old 
woman. "i A 
So along we walk'd about half a hun- 
«red miles farther, until we met a lit- 
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tle old grey-bearded young man, big 
with child riding upon an elephant, as 
big as St. Paul's Churc g. 

We aſked him what great City that 
was which ſtogd all alone, with ſo many 


towns about it? He told us it was the 
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ſed 
e 
old 


in- 
lit- 
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\od6r af Wikefida, . Sons Wag 
ong thither to reſt us, for we were not 


wearyy we had: traveFd. 440 faz wn ENG 


When we came there; we went to the 
ien of the three Knitting Kneedles, and 


r:1e-the miſtreſs of the houſe our horſes 
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to 0 l in the. dog room, ad wwe 
went into 2 ſtable and called for. half A 
dozen of wine. 


K 


Aſter we were not A We - paid N 
- hoſtler for the wine, ang the taper 


1 4 goole pic, which the hojſe had est., 


And away we. both. walked, on Horſe- | 


back to Brentford, for it was not above 
half a mile thither, N 
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0 16 1 
When we came into tlie middle of 
the Town, the Mayor and Aldermen Il **' 
Hearing the old woman of Ratcliff-bigh. ole 
way was coming they all met us at the 
"town's end, in their buff coats and e 87 


niſh \pantaloons, | | lte 
. Ta an 

an 

ve 

Alter 56 ad woman "bad Jalutell : 
Tome and cornuted other ſome of them ( 
The aſked one of the Mayors how her . 
ſiſter did? Ry L 
80 they told her, The had been teien 0 
Wu ſixteen ſummers, and ſeven long WF . 


winters. When ſhe heard that ſhe was 
«dead, ſhe would needs go and ſhed ut 
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four 2 1 a \ ball upon her gravy; he 


old acquaintance ſake. 

But we were no ſooner come tor the 
grave, which was upon the top of the 
lteeple, but we heard hes ſinging the five 
and twentieth Part of the three bundied 


and fourth plalm, beginning at che laſt 
verſe, 


"Oy w—_—_— _— 
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The . huſband's daughter's fon} 


who was then ſexton, would needs per- 
tuade us, that ſhe was then praying over 


the twelve commandments, and would. 


dy no means, ſuffer us to noleff her, or 


eſe ſhe would bave come daa with us 


to London 
When we had N loſt our "Logs: 


the old woman ud to | haſten _— | 


(18) | 
and fo we did, without meeting with an be 
adventure. But when we came to Rai o 
cliff. Highway again, there had been 
very high wind in the month of March m 
juſt about witſuntide, which had blow a. 
down the old woman's cellar where thi 
lived, and had not leſt one tile under it 
ſo that we had no place leit- to ſet het 
head in. ” 8K 
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In this great extremity ſhe was glad to 
ſet ſive and thirty tay lots at work t& make 
ber a garment” of. paduaferge. And there 

| the Jodged for that day. But the took 
the loſs of her cellar ſo to heart, that the 
next morning at midnight ſhe told me! 
muſt necis go to a cunning man to have 
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(19) 
her fortune told, for ſhe intended to die. 
ſoon af;er my return. | 
I was in fifteen hundred bons 75 
minds, whether I bad better go to Ad- 
am's Jack, or to Lilly Williams, But at 
the tft eee old 5 Adams to 


be be 3 m I went in 
a pair of oars, and found him 7 
upon Clerkenwelk Green; walking a 
mongſt the trees a little below Hackney. 
When I came, there, T told him, That 
the old woman of. Ratcliff-Highway 
would have her fortune told. And if he 
did it well, I would give him four cuſ- 
tards, five pots of ale, and thirteen pipes i 
of tobacco i; ſmoke ! his noſe, with, oi 
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(20 ) 
immediately fell to Wort, and then told 
me. 
PFirſt, That ſhe was drowned in Rat 
cliff Highway: Secondly, That ſhe had 
broke her neck with tumbling up a pair of 
ſtzirs. And laſtly, That her cellar, wag 
blown up by the Roots. 

Quoth I, any fool could eaſily have 
told me this, for we knew it already 
before. Well, quoth Jack, I pray you 


what would you have more? I want to 
know ſaid I when ſhe will die, why 
quoth he, ſhe. will die when ſhe: can live 
no lenger, and this is all that 1 or any 
conſtroleger of us all, can teil. 

80 gave him what I n and 
beiurned to lee how the old woman did, 


i (21) 
here T found her juſt: ready to change 
cr new lodging for a grave. She told 
we, the found ber heart ſo whale, that 
e could not live” above three quarters 


an hour at leaſt. And che eſtate the 
-4 . \ 


bid me bring War a pod lid 100 a piece ww 
charcoal, fo that the might. ſet up ſome 
legacies, which ſhe intended to give away 
after her death. So I brought to her the 


fire ſhovel. and tongs, and ihe e to 
write as follows. eh, 
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The 3 which the. Old W man 
Rarcliſ- - Higheay gave to her Friends 


After * Death. 


* 


1 Confirm my kinſman Aminidab Pum- 
kin, to be my exęcutor according to 
my former will, and to enjoy all my e 
tate, xcept theſe ew Legacies, | 
Fieſt, I give my grandmother's uncle 
fogr windmills, and ſeven water mille, 
all ſtanding in St. Paul's Churcb- yard. by 
Item, 1 give his grandfather's youn- 
; geſt daughter, re een ſtages, 


( 23 ) NEAL 
upon Tower- Hill another in Smith 
d rounds, and the other in Covent- 
fc en. 
lem, I give th the keeper oh News 
oewell., two ſtpe of rotton hemp, 
Wake bim a parcel of whip cord. 
Lem, I give to ſquire Dunn the hole 
my backtide o make a whiſtle of. 
tem, | give to the Queen of fluts my 
er und hair Lice to bung ber uy at 
burn. | 
lem, I vive. to 610 Noll. porter, all 

ic hair between my Neat toes to make 
m a pertiwig. a 
When I heard her fo freely diſpoſe of 
er eſtate I] told her ſhe would leave no- 
ng for me at the laſt. And then ſhe 
emember'd - herſelf, and fo g ve me all 
her writing tools to Jay. by, aud the was 
wing to ſay ſome thing to me, when on 

| {1:iden, the New- river brake out, jult | 
it the Eel-pye | houſe by Jack Straw's © 
:{tle, and came with ſuch violence, that 
t iwept her away, bed, bouſe and all 
o the Bear Garden, in Houndſditch, fo 
Hat now 1 may juſtly ſay, that Hh was 
:owned in Ratcliffchighway in Earreſt, 
becauſe I was an eye-witoeſs to i, and 655 
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Was at e . coffee houſe at Paddin 
tach, drinking lamb's Wool, Wine It w 
19 5 done. 8 11 
Aud there I compoſed this Farb 
we Ft under her grave ſtone, and to co 

clude this wonderful relation of the o 

woman that was drowned in Ratcl 
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|: highway, a fortnight ago. 1 N 
A 5 E P 1 * 4 P H. 2 


WT: NDER this alin fon 

e Sbe doth remain, 
1 ' Who ly'd-and dy d. 
50 9 SAS And 9 K and livd. dcin. | 


800 many times to die, 19 5 5 i 
* 15 Lis ſtrange ſays yon, 
9 | But read. this book, 


Wo And then you II fay dn 
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